
   Has the constable said he has reasonable grounds for 
believing that making a banning order would help to 
prevent disorder at any football match (and given an 
explanation of why he has reasonable grounds)?  
If ‘No’, you can’t be detained under these provisions.  
If ‘Yes’, keep reading.

    If all of the above apply to you then a Constable may 
detain you for up to 4 hours (or 6 with the permission 
of an Inspector or above) until he has decided 
whether or not to issue a notice for you to appear at 
a Magistrates Court for a football banning application 
to be made.  If the notice is issued it must give a time 
and date for attendance at the Magistrates Court 
within 24 hours.

   Your passport may be taken from you by the 
Constable.

    If the constable has reasonable grounds to suspect 
that arrest is necessary to ensure you comply with 
the notice (such as if you say “well I’m getting on that 
plane anyway”) you can be arrested and taken to the 
Magistrates Court within 24 hours.  

   Any detention over the 4 (or 6) hours without a notice 
being issued will be unlawful detention.

   Any arrest which is unnecessary will be unlawful.

and you will be entitled to compensation from the Police!!
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Keep this guide with your passport, it may be your “stay 
out of jail card”, or at least your “get on that plane” card! 
Your rights under the Football Spectators Act 1989, 
section 21A & 21B:

   Are you a football fan? If ‘No’ – why are you reading 
this?  If ‘Yes’, keep reading.

   Are you travelling during a football control period? 
(World Cup June 2nd 2014 to July 15th 2014 – 
that’s best case scenario dependent on England’s 
performance!) If ‘No’, you can’t be detained under 
these provisions. If ‘Yes’, keep reading.

   Are you a British Citizen?  If ‘No’, you can’t be detained 
under these provisions.  If ‘Yes’, keep reading.

   Have you been stopped by a Constable in Uniform? 
If ‘No’, you can’t be detained under these provisions.  
If ‘Yes”, keep reading.

   Has the Constable said he has reasonable grounds 
for suspecting that you have at any time caused or 
contributed to any violence or disorder in the UK or 
elsewhere (and given an explanation of why he has 
reasonable grounds)?  If ‘No’, you can’t be detained 
under these provisions.  If ‘Yes’, keep reading.

Did you know the 
police have special 
powers to arrest 
and detain you before 
boarding the plane?! 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!!

Are you 
travelling to 
the world cup?


