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I am writing to request information from Merseyside Police under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act. My questions, which are set out below, all 
relate to Football Banning Orders that are issued under Section 14 (b), also known as a Banning Order issued 'on complaint' or 'on application.' 

REQUEST RESPONSE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

1) Does Merseyside Police keep a list, or file, or 
any other database, of names and details of risk 
supporters for the purposes of drawing up such 
applications? 

 

No information held. There is no database kept in Merseyside Police 
specifically for the purposes described.  
Information and intelligence relating to football 
supporters will be recorded on the generic 
information/intelligence systems used by the 
Force. 

2) Does Merseyside Police record or retain 
information on football supporters that have no 
convictions or history of criminal charges to their 
name? 

 

Yes.  Police intelligence is wide-ranging and is not 
dependent upon the subject having a criminal 
conviction. 

 

3) If such information is kept, how long is it 
retained? 

 

Intelligence records are kept for a minimum of 12 
months and are then risk assessed for further 
retention, taking into account operational and legal 
requirements.  As such, a definitive answer is not 
possible, however the Football Disorder Act allows 
the use of historical information up to 10 years old.   
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4) When Merseyside Police officers and force 
solicitors prepare an application relating to a 
particular football supporter, is there a document 
or documents setting out internal guidelines 
helping them to weigh up the evidence and decide 
whether to take an application forward to court? In 
particular, are there any guidelines that specifically 
refer to the question of doubt and probability: is 
there any guideline in place to help officers and 
solicitors make a judgement call about whether 
evidence shows that a suspect was involved in 
criminal activity, or simply suggests that he might 
have been involved? 

 

No information held. Decisions on whether to proceed with an 
application for a Football Banning Order are made 
by the Force Solicitor, not police officers.  Each 
case is determined on its own merits in 
accordance with the relevant statutory provisions. 

5) I would like to see copies of all such documents 
or guidelines. 

 

Not applicable – see response to Question 4 
above. 

 

6) Does Merseyside Police have any kind of formal 
information-sharing agreements with any of 
Merseyside's professional football clubs? Please 
give me the details of these agreements. 

 

Merseyside Police has information sharing 
agreements in place with Everton FC, Liverpool 
FC and Tranmere Rovers FC.   

The agreements create a formal system to enable 
the exchange of intelligence and information 
between the Force and the football clubs and to 
use that information effectively to deter anti-social 
behaviour in and around the stadium.  They also 
help to ensure those individuals subject to banning 
orders or club bans are prevented from entering 
the stadium. 
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7) How many banning order applications has 
Merseyside Police made under Section 14(b) in 
the last 10 years, with figures broken down per 
calendar year, including 2012 to date. 

 

2002/03: 2 applications 

2003/04: 8 applications 

2004/05: 5 applications 

2005/06: 4 applications 

2006/07: 4 applications 

2007/08: 3 applications 

2008/09: 6 applications 

2009/10: 8 applications 

2010/11: 6 applications 

2011/12: 3 applications 

The Home Office regularly publish statistics 
relating to Football Banning Orders and arrests at 
football matches. 

Please see 

www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime/football-banning-
orders/ 

for more information. 

 

8) How many of these applications have been 
successful, resulting in a banning order being 
made by a court? Again, please break these 
figures down per year, including 2012 to date. 

 

2002/03: 2 successful applications 

2003/04: 7 successful applications 

2004/05: 5 successful applications 

2005/06: 4 successful applications 

2006/07: 3 successful applications 

2007/08: 3 successful applications 

2008/09: 5 successful applications 

2009/10: 5 successful applications 

2010/11: 3 successful applications 

2011/12: 2 successful applications 

 

 
 
Police forces in the United Kingdom are routinely required to provide statistics to requestors of information. The systems used for recording these figures are 
not generic, nor are the procedures used locally in capturing the data. It should be noted that for these reasons this Force’s response to your questions 
should not be used for comparison purposes with any other response you may receive. 


